EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF ISRAEL STUDIES

“Isolation” and “inclusion”

as competing themes of contemporary Israel Studies
Call for papers:
Anniversary 10th EAIS Annual Conference on Israel Studies
hosted by Mansfield College, University of Oxford

18-20 SEPTEMBER 2022
Introduction:
The EAIS 10th Annual Conference on Israel Studies will take place from Sunday, 18 September to
Tuesday, 20 September 2022 at Mansfield College of the University of Oxford.
The aim of the conference is to bring together international scholars from a variety of disciplines,
who are engaged in research in any aspect of Israel Studies – including, but not limited to, Politics, Literature, Security, Minorities, Social Studies, History, Migration Studies, Gender Studies,
Economics, Law, Religion, Anthropology, Language, Culture, Film, Music and Art.
The conference will be held in person and according to any restrictions and regulations in force
during the event. We will keep you informed if a pandemic situation and travel restrictions complicate our plans.
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Conference Outline:
It’s been 10 years since the establishment of the European Association of Israel Studies. It was a
time that allowed us to develop a strong network of scholars, achieve recognition in academia and
build a distinct identity. We would like to sum up this decade and celebrate our accomplishments
with the anniversary annual conference of the Association. We hope that all the members and supporters of EAIS will participate in the debate and join us at the event. The history of the Association
started in England and we believe that there is no place more suited to mark the 10th year of our
operation than Oxford University.
The main motifs of the conference, isolation and inclusion, are categories that may be used to
discuss both the Israel Studies as a research field itself and its main research object – Israel (its
society, political system, economy, culture). Firstly, we’d like the conference to be an occasion to
reflect on the condition of Israel Studies, especially in Europe. Much was said and written about
the uniqueness of the Israeli case although we cannot consider this research field as a separate
academic discipline. Having said that, it would be important to assess how distinct or “isolated”
are Israel Studies today. We can take into consideration two dimensions of this research field’s
condition. Firstly, do contemporary academic studies focusing on the Israeli case follow or even
create general trends in their respective disciplines (e.g. economy, political science, anthropology,
security studies)? Or maybe Israel Studies develop autonomously (to what extent?). Are there any
methodological approaches, paradigms or academic schools that Israel Studies scholars tend to
explore more often than others? Secondly, we can concentrate on the academic network. Do Israel
Studies scholars form an academic community? Have they developed a distinct identity, is there a
functioning institutional framework (university departments, associations, events)?
Isolation and inclusion are also themes firmly rooted in the research on Israel since establishment of
the state. The categories were used both in context of the domestic and international sphere. Israel
was created as a state for all Jews. Openness to the Jewish immigration has been its most enduring
fundament. With time, this practice was challenged by disputes about defining Jewishness – in its
religious and ethnic sense. Jewish identity of several communities seeking Israeli citizenship was
put in doubt and their pleas rejected. There is also a continuous debate on the integration of Israeli
Arabs and Haredim who for decades have lived in a relative, and partially self-imposed, isolation
from the rest of the society. Forming of the new governmental coalition that for the first time includes representatives of the autonomous Arab party may be a sign that we are seeing a significant
change in the situation of this group.
Parallel trends might be observed on the international level. Isolation was one of the main challenges for the fledgling state of Israel. Peace accords with Egypt and subsequently with the Palestinian
Liberation Organization, together with the transformation of the international political system after
the end of the Cold War have triggered important change in this regard. International perception of
Israel evolved and a decreasing number of states continued to question its legitimacy. The Abraham
Accords signed in December, 2020 significantly broadened the scope of Israel’s recognition in the
Arab world. On the other hand, the last decade has also brought growing efforts to deligitimise
Israel’s actions, and sometimes its existence, with the Boycott, Divest, Sanction campaign. We’d
like to discuss these opposing trends and consider if they are just a continuation of the earlier
efforts to secure international recognition or maybe we can recognize a durable and significant
change of the international discourse.
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Last two years have tragically also brought a third layer to the isolation/inclusion motif of the
conference that combines international and domestic dimensions. Social distance, quarantine, and
closed borders were common burdens of Israel and most of the countries in the world fighting
Covid-19 pandemic. At the same time, the government struggled to bring all communities of Israel
into the vaccination campaign. As in the rest of the Western world, discussions on the appropriate
response to the health emergency included calls for sharing vaccines with the developing countries.
In the case of Israel it also raised the question if Israel had any responsibility for the situation of the
Palestinians living in the territories and should also address their health security needs.
We hope scholars of Israel Studies will find these different readings of the inclusion and isolation
themes as a good starting point for the discussion. At the same time, we would like to focus on more
specific themes such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

status of the Israel Studies as a research field
development of Israel Studies in Europe
immigration to Israel (Jews, non-Jews, refugees, diaspora) in times of “transnational livelihood”
Arab states and Israel today – the new „New Middle East”?
Israeli Arabs – new governmental coalition, continuing tensions
struggling with the pandemic – new modes of international and domestic isolation and cooperation
Israeli transnational diaspora and its repercussions for the Jewish State
integration and isolation in the “mosaic” society of Israel
Israel’s international image – between hasbarah and BDS movement
defining national and democratic character of the state – how special is the Israeli case?

This is an open call for panels and papers. We encourage applications from established scholars
as well as PhD students working on all aspects of Israeli history, society, politics and culture. The
broad topic of the conference is intended to reinforce the multidisciplinary nature of Israel Studies.
Key Dates:
Deadline for Submission of all proposals: April 15th, 2022
Panel submissions and individual papers should be submitted using the on-line form.
Notification of acceptance will be sent by May 1st, 2022.
Instructions for Submission:
Both panel and paper proposals are to be submitted online:
PAPER PROPOSALS - SUBMISSION FORM
PANEL PROPOSAL - SUBMISSION FORM
In case of any difficulties, please contact: info@israelstudies.eu
How do I register for the Conference?
Online registration via EAIS website will open in May 2022.
The conference fee rates are as follows:
EAIS Member delegate rate: 150 euro
Non-member delegate rate: 200 euro
EAIS Member student rate: 50 euro
Non-member student rate: 75 euro
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Contact Details
If you have any queries or questions related to the conference, please
contact: info@israelstudies.eu
Conference Venue
Founded in the nineteenth century to allow Dissenters to study at Oxford University, Mansfield
College was also one of the first “men’s” college in Oxford to admit women to study for degrees.
That spirit of openness and inclusion continues into the twenty first century. Mansfield is a place
of active scholarship and inquiry, where people learn from each other, as well as with each other.
Mansfield occupies one of the most attractive sites in Oxford, close to all the libraries and shops,
yet in a quiet position near to the University parks and River Cherwell. The late nineteenth-century
buildings, which house the College’s main public rooms, are regarded as amongst the finest work of
the important Victorian architect, Basil Champneys.
Mansfield College campus offers rooms in its residence halls. Reduced price for one night in a studio
room with ensuite bathroom, and breakfast included is £76.95, first come, first served. To arrange
a visit, make a booking, or request further information, please contact domestic.bursar@mansfield.
ox.ac.uk using reference ’EAIS’.
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