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INTRODUCTION 

 
The seat of EAIS has been moved in September 2020 from SOAS, University of London, to 
the Institute of the Middle and Far East, Jagiellonian University in Krakow (Poland). EAIS 
rents a room from the University and thus has obtained its new official address. 
 
As we draw to the close of the academic year 2020/2021, the European Association of 
Israel Studies (EAIS) is pleased to present the outcomes and achievements. As you will 
see from the accompanying 2021 Action Plan, we are on track with most of our outputs 
and activities as indicated by our Transition strategy and Action.  
 
Whilst the majority of these work areas are running on schedule, the dates of some of our 
events have had to be changed owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. Further information is 
provided below together with a more detailed narrative about our outputs and activities. 
 
The organised events and completed tasks will be presented in chronological order.  
 
 

INTERVIEW WITH COLIN SHIDLER 

OCTOBER 2020: First EAIS on-line interview with Professor Colin Shindler in 
conversation with Dr Jerzy Wójcik. The talk covered following topics: Israel studies, 
European anti-Semitism, Middle East peace process, Israeli right and European left and 
certainly Israeli-Palestinian relations. Professor Shindler is a Founding Father of the 
European Association of Israel Studies. 
 
 

Prof. Colin Shindler is an emeritus professor at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
University of London. He became the first professor of 
Israel Studies in the UK in 2008 and was the founding 
chairman of the European Association of Israeli 
Studies (EAIS) in 2009. He is the author of ten books 
including his History Of Modern Israel (Cambridge 
University Press 2008, 2013). The History of Modern 
Israel has been translated into Italian, Polish and 

Estonian. His main interests lie in the evolution of the Israeli Right, the changes in the 
approach of the British and European Left towards Israel since 1948 and the emigration 
movement of Soviet Jews between 1917 and 1991. 
 
The interview can be found on our YouTube Channel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://http/www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/history/middle-east-history/history-modern-israel-2nd-edition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzSOTt9COsE
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DEBATE: Israel's "Mizrahization"  
and Central -Eastern Jews' distancing from the Jewish state 

 
December 21st, 2020: The Debate was following the release 
of the book: Being Jewish In 21st Century Central Europe of 
Haim Fireberg, Olaf Glöckner, Marcela Menachem Zoufalá 
(Eds.) 
Jewish life in Europe has undergone dramatic changes and 
transformations within the 20th century and the last two 
decades. The phenomenon of  dual position of the Jewish 
minority in relation to the majority, not entirely unusual for 
Jewish Diaspora communities, manifested itself most 
distinctly on the European continent. This unique Jewish 
experience of the ambiguous position of an insider and 
outsider may provide valuable views on contemporary 
European reality and identity crisis. The book focuses inter 
alia on the main common denominators of contemporary 
Jewish life in Central Europe. The volume includes 
contributions on Jewish life in central European countries 

like Hungary, the Czech Republic, Poland, Austria, and Germany. 
 
PANELISTS:  
Prof. Sammy Smooha is a Professor Emeritus of Sociology at the University of Haifa. He 
served as Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and President of the Israeli Sociological 
Society and won the 2008 Israel Prize for Sociology. He has published widely on the 
internal divisions and conflicts in Israel, and authored articles and books on Arab-Jewish 
relations. 
Dr Lidia Averbukh is a researcher in the 
Middle East division of the German Institute 
of International and Security Affairs (SWP) 
in Berlin. The major area: dynamics in 
Israeli society and politics and also focus on 
the German-Israeli relationship.  
Dr Olaf Glöckner is a Senior Researcher at 
the Moses Mendelssohn Center for 
European-Jewish Studies, Potsdam (MMZ). 
He teaches also at Potsdam University (Jewish Studies and Modern History). He 
continued extensively publishing on Jewish migration from the former Soviet Union. 
Dr Marcela Menachem Zoufalá is a researcher, lecturer, and deputy director at the Centre 
for the Study of the Holocaust and Jewish Literature at the Faculty of Arts, Charles 
University. Her research interests include ethnoreligious diversity and gender issues in 
Israeli society.   
MODERATION: Prof. Joanna Dyduch - assistant professor at the Jagiellonian University 
in the Institute of the Middle and Far East and a Chair of the EAIS. 

 

The interview can be found on our YouTube Channel  
 
 

https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783110582369/html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0V0aQhyRg4
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INTERVIEW WITH ANDERS PERSSON 

November 15th, 2020, we continued EAIS video series on 
Israel Studies books, this time Jerzy Wójcik interviewed 
Anders Persson about the newly published Persson's book: 
EU Diplomacy and the IsraeliɀArab Conflict, 1967ɀ2019. The 
talk addressed several issues: What was the role of 
Europeans during the Oslo era?, Is the infrastructure of 
Palestinian State ready for the state implementation? Does 
Europe stay dedicated to the Palestinian state within 1967 
borders? Or is there a room for modification?, and is it 
reasonable for Europe to financially support PA, knowing of 
irregularities in spending.  
 
 
 
 

The interview can be found on our 
YouTube Channel  
 
 
 
 
 

“ISRAEL STUDIES REVIEW” 

 
In March 2021  a hybrid issue of ”Israel Studies Review" (Volume 36: Issue 1) was 
released. Half of the articles were published with the European Association of Israel 
Studies (EAIS) and half were chosen by the ISR editors. The EAIS section was introduced 

by an essay by School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) 
Professor Emeritus Colin Shindler, founder and former 
chairman of the EAIS, surveying the academic study of Israel 
Studies in Europe. The introduction is followed by three 
research articles relating to Europe and Israel. The first is 
by Joanna Dyduch, current Chair of the EAIS, on Israel's 
relations with the East Central European countries of 
Poland and Hungary. Artur Skorek, author of the next 
article, focuses on the same three countries, but hones in on 
their political parties and ‘post-politics’, finding 
considerable similarity in their political directions, even if 
the party labels are different. The third of the articles is an 
interesting analysis of the domestic repercussions of 
France's policy with regard to the 2014 Israel-Hamas 
conflict (Operation Protective Edge). 

 
 
 
 
 

https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-eu-diplomacy-and-the-israeli-arab-conflict-1967-2019.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yX3ovPD2iak&t=14s
https://www.berghahnjournals.com/view/journals/israel-studies-review/36/1/isr360101.xml
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INTERVIEW WITH YAACOV YADGAR 

 
On 11th March 2021, we hosted Peter Bergamin's interview with Yaacov Yadgar, about 
his latest book: Israel's Jewish Identity Crisis: State and Politics in the Middle East ). 
Professor Yaacov Yadgar is Stanley Lewis Professor of Israel Studies and International 
Relations Fellow at St. Anne's. His research 
revolves around issues of Jewish identity, religion, 
politics, and secularism. The Author provides a 
novel analysis of the interplay between Israeli 
nationalism and Jewish tradition.  
 
 
The interview can be found here  
 
 
 

INTERVIEW WITH AMNON ARAN 

 
Dr Artur Skorek's masterful and engaging 
interview with Dr Amnon Aran, on his latest 
book: Israeli Foreign Policy Since The End Of 
The Cold War was hosted on 1st April, 2021, 
and it can be watched following the link: 
https://youtu.be/zjCEmNfsYgg  
 
 
 

The interview covered all the key issues concerning Israeli 
diplomacy in the last three decades. It delved into the very basics of 
the methodology of research on foreign policy, assessments of the 
core of Israeli-Arab conflict (psychological versus material factors). 
The issue of Golan Heights was discussed, touching the current 
situation and the future of the area and potential reengagement in 
peace negotiations. Another topic were Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations and the reasons for the repeated failures in the efforts 
to reach the final solution. Amnon Aran talked also about the long 
premiership of Benjamin Netanyahu and his impact on the foreign 
policy of Israel. The discussion was concluded by attempt to 
forecast the future of relations between Israel, Arab states and 
world powers.  
Dr. Amnon Aran is a Senior Lecturer in International Politics at the City, University of 
London. He was previously a Fellow in International Relations at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. His book - Foreign Policy Analysis: New Approaches - was 
recently published by Routledge.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LC7VR0IMlA&t=111s
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/israeli-foreign-policy-since-the-end-of-the-cold-war/6E16D0C5973C8024560471A1F8530329
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/israeli-foreign-policy-since-the-end-of-the-cold-war/6E16D0C5973C8024560471A1F8530329
https://youtu.be/zjCEmNfsYgg
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DEBATE 
"Public Diplomacy meets Identity and Conflict: Two Case Studies”  

 
A joint event prepared with The 'Theodor Herzl' Center for Israeli Studies - SNSPA, 
Romania (Theodor Herzl Center for Israeli Studies), was held on 7th April 2021, titled 

"Public Diplomacy meets Identity and Conflict: Two Case 
Studies". Our honoured guest speakers were Professor 
Remus Pricopie, Rector of National University of Political 
Studies and Public Administration and specialist in political 
communication. Joining them as speakers were also Dr 
Karolina Zielińska and Dr Calin Georgia. Karolina Zielińska 
is a research fellow in the Israel Research Programme at 
the Centre for Eastern Studies, Warsaw Poland. Dr Calin 
Stefan Georgia (PhD) is an Assistant Teacher at the 
Department of International Studies and Contemporary 
History at Babeş-Bolyai University. His areas of expertise 
are Conflict Processes, Discourse Analysis and 
International Relations. His most recent publication is 
Securitizing the other: Discourses of the Israeli-Palestinian 
Conflict.  

 
The event was livestreamed and is available on Facebook.  
 

ROUNDTABLE 
THE NEXUS BETWEEN POLITICS, ECONOMY AND ENERGY IN THE 

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

 
On June 1st, via ZOOM platform we held a 
roundtable: The nexus between politics, economy 
and energy in the Eastern Mediterranean: 
Cooperation, competition & conflict as outcomes of 
new regional energy dynamics. 
The roundtable and a following workshop were a 
joint event by EAIS, Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik and the Jagiellonian University of Krakow, 
with the kind support of the Priority Research Area 
Society of the Future (FutureSoc). 
 
The first part was a discussion of invited experts, who debated the relations between 
economy, politics and security in Eastern Mediterranean: Dr Arie Krampf, Tel Aviv 
University (with the presentation "Hawkish neoliberalism applied to energy policies"), 
Dr Kirsten Westphal, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (with the presentation "The EU 
perspective on energy cooperation with the Eastern Mediterranean"), Abdulla Ibrahim, 
Geneva Center for Security Policy (with the presentation "The role of regional security 
for the future of the natural gas market ") and Dr. Lior Herman, Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem (with the speech "Israel-Palestinian energy relations: Light at the end of the 
panel"). The panel was moderated by Prof. Joanna Dyduch. 45 people registered for the 

https://fb.watch/6VfoIbvGVF/
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full participation of the panel, including representatives of the institution national and EU 
public institutions (e.g. ministries, European Commission, European External Action 
Service), energy companies operating on the energy market, academic centers and think 
tanks from EU countries, as well as from Israel, the United States and India or Taiwan. 
The event was also streamed on-line.  
 
The second part discussed research projects by Prof. Joanna Dyduch, Dr Artur Skorek, Dr 
Michał Lipa, and Stefan Wolfrum. In addition to participating in a 2.5-hour critical 
discussion, external experts who were invited to participate in the workshop, also sent 
extensive written comments on the projects. Apart from the authors of the projects and 
experts participating in the first panel, the discussion was attended by other experts from 
the National Defense University, Washington, MITVIM Institute Oxford Institute for 
Energy Studies, Polish Institute of International Relations, Centre for Eastern  
Washington University in St Louis. 
 
Please see !ÐÐÅÎÄÉØ Ȭ!ȭ for the full description of this event. 
 

LECTURE  
“THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN TAIWAN”  

 
On June 8, 2021 at 1 pm. CEST we held  The 
Jewish Community in Taiwan lecture given by 
Don Shapiro. Don Shapiro is the Senior 
Advisor to AmCham Taiwan, served as 
Editor-in-Chief of Taiwan Business TOPICS 
and Senior Director of the Chamber from 
2002 to 2020. Before joining the AmCham 
staff, he was president of the Trade Winds 
publishing company and Taiwan 

correspondent for Time Inc. The lecture was organized with cooperation with the 
Institute of the Middle and Far East, Jagiellonian University in Poland.  
 
The event was livestreamed on Facebook 
 

ANNUAL GRADUATE WORKSHOP 

 
4th GRADUATE WORKSHOP 14 June 2021. 
(on-line event).  
This year, due to its extraordinary online 
nature, the workshop was limited to two 90-
minute sessions of student presentations, 
and one 60-minute session, led by the 
workshop organisers, that focused on the 
‘career’ side of doctoral course. The themes 
this year likewise were limited to History 
(Session One) and Politics (Session Two). We received applications for the workshop 
from students based in Hungary, Israel, France, Italy, Poland, UK. We decided to have only 

https://fb.watch/v/2VAt4tEYe/
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six participants so that there is enough time to discuss their research projects and not to 
prolong the event too much as it had an on-line character. 
 
The workshop was organized by a team led by Dr Peter Bergamin from the Oxford 
University. The two main sessions were chaired by Dr Peter Bergamin (history) and Dr 
Johannes Becke from the Heidelberg University (politics). The last session was a general 
debate on the students’ research projects and their future academic career. Dr Peter 
Bergamin, Dr Johannes Becke, Dr Artur Skorek and Dr Jenny Hestermann shared their 
thought and advised the participants.  
The workshop was held via Zoom that was provided to EAIS by the Institute of the Middle 
and Far East. The event was advertised via our e-newsletter and our social media 
channels.  
 
Please see Appendix Ȭ"ȭ for the call for papers and full programme of this event. 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 
Our 9th Annual Conference on Israel Studies is scheduled to take place on 10-12 October 
2021. It will be virtually hosted by The National University of Political Studies and 
Public Administration (SNSPA) Bucharest.  The conference title “Israel in a Changing 
World: Domestic and International Perspectives and 
Practices”, has  been confirmed.  
 
The EAIS 9th Annual Conference will be supported by our 
host – the National University of Political Studies and 
Public Administration in Bucharest. The university 
participates in the organisation of the event, and has 
offered to provide the rooms, AV equipment and security 
for the in-person part of the conference. In addition, the 
SNSPA is also going to provide an IT and logistical 
support. 
 
We are pleased that we have made good progress to date. 
Given the conditions created by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and uncertainty about the travel restrictions in October, 
we are compelled to choose hybrid model of conference 
with highly limited in-person presences and virtual on-
line mode participation. 
 
After the discussions, we have selected the on-line event platform HOPIN  
(https://hopin.com/), which is an easy-to-use tool, enabling ongoing discussion between 
attendees or with speakers through chat rooms, live discussions, and video calls 
networking among attendees. We believe it creates an environment that is more similar 

https://hopin.com/
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to a regular conference than normal Zoom sessions. All the information about the 
conference is kept on one website, joining different panels and plenary sessions is easy 
and requires just clicking on the chosen title in the program. The audience may easily 
create sub-groups and one-on-one meetings when they see each other in the same panel. 
On top of that, Hopin is an experienced company that developed immensely during the 
pandemic so we will follow a well-trodden path. 
 
Continuing the organisational success of the previous conference we opened a call for 
panels and papers. We encouraged applications from established scholars as well as PhD 
students working on all aspects of Israeli history, society, politics and culture. This broad 
topic is intended to reinforce the multidisciplinary nature of Israel Studies. 
 
We are anticipating 100 delegates at our conference this year from across Europe and 
beyond. We are thrilled to have representation from USA, Spain, Canada, Singapore, 
Russia, Romania, Japan, Israel, Poland, Hungary, France and UK. Additionally, the 
conference will be open to be viewed on-line by the broader audience.  
 
We sent out an e-newsletter advertising the event and promoted the Call for Papers on 
the EAIS social media channels and sent individual invitations.  
 
A copy of the Call for Papers is attached to this report as !ÐÐÅÎÄÉØ Ȭ#ȭȢ 
 

WORKSHOP  
EAIS& Heidelberg Center for Jewish Studies  

 
EAIS and Heidelberg Center for Jewish Studies / Hochschule für Jüdische Studien 
Heidelberg) is organising a joint workshop titled: “Paradigm Shifts in European-Israeli 
Relations”, 7th- 8th November 2021. 
The event is dedicated to the PhD students and early career researchers and will allow 
young researchers to discuss their research projects with experts in the field and to 
connect with fellow young researchers working at the intersection of Israel Studies and 
European Studies.  
Format:   
Sunday 7th: Afternoon welcome, keynote address, workshop dinner  
Monday 8th: 9 am – 5 pm: Presentations and discussions   
Contact person: Dr Jenny Hestermann (jenny.hestermann@hfjs.eu).  
 
Please see Appendix Ȭ$ȭ for the full programme of this event. 
 

WEBSITE 

 
E-News 

 
The EAIS has released three e-newsletters in the course of the current funding cycle. We 
intend to send out e-newsletters regularly.  
 
 

mailto:jenny.hestermann@hfjs.eu
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Online Store and Members Area  

We are also very excited to inform that our Membership site is up and running, following 
the link: https://sklep017812.shoparena.pl/ 

There, the potential member can purchase membership (regular, student) or make 
payment fees for conferences and other events. 

ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Legal status  

The European Association of Israel Studies (EAIS) is an independent, international, and 
scholarly association devoted to the academic study of Israel. In September 2020, our 
association has been registered as an independent NGOs with legal personality following 
the provisions of our STATUE.  
 
Academic Council  

 
The Academic Council is an advisory body tasked with providing guidance and support 
to the Association’s academic endeavours. AC members are excellent Israel studies 
scholars from various European academic centres. At the moment, it consists of eight 
members. EAIS Council meets regularly every 3 moths. 
 

 Position  Institutional affiliation  
Prof. Colin Shindler 
 

Honorary President  
and Founding Chair 
 

Emeritus professor at SOAS University of 
London 

Dr Marcela Zoufalá  
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL member  Centre for the Study of the Holocaust and 
Jewish Literature, Faculty of Arts, Charles 
University in Prague  

Prof. Sharon Pardo  ACADEMIC COUNCIL member Jean Monnet Chair ad personam in 
European Studies in the Department of 
Politics and Government at Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev (BGU). The 
Simone Veil Research Centre for 
Contemporary European Studies. 

Dr Peter Bergamin 
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL member Lecturer in Oriental Studies at Mansfield 
College, Oxford. 

Dr Olaf Glöckner 
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL member Moses Mendelssohn Centre for European-
Jewish Studies in Potsdam (MMZ). He is 
also Lecturer at the Historical Institute 
and at the Department of Jewish Studies at 
Potsdam University. 

Prof. Przemyslaw Turek 
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL member Institute of the Middle and Far East of the 
Jagiellonian University, head of the 
Department of Israel and Levant. 

Prof. Joanna Dyduch 
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL member 
EAIS CHAIR 
 

Institute of the Middle and Far East of the 
Jagiellonian University 

Eve Benhamou 
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL member 
POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS 
REPRESENATIVE 
 

PhD candidate in contemporary history 
Université Sorbonne Nouvelle 
 

https://sklep017812.shoparena.pl/
https://www.israelstudies.eu/images/docs/EAIS_STATUTE.pdf
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Governance 

 
The Executive Board of the EAIS meets regularly, every week or every other week to deal 
with the ongoing responsibilities. All our academic activities are well covered on our 
Facebook profile.  We have also organized three meetings of the Academic Board of the 
Association and an annual General Meeting of the EAIS members who accepted report of 
our activities from September 2020 to July 2021.  
 
Finance 

 
Dr Joanna Guzik (research and academic teacher from the Institute of the Middle and far 
East, Jagiellonian University, Poland) is our new Treasurer whose considerable efforts 
help us in our planning of future events and managing the intricate meanders of account 
administration.  
 
Prof. Joanna Dyduch, Dr Artur Skorek and Dr Joanna Guzik are signatories for the EAIS 
Santander Bank account which is essential for the operation of our website’s online store. 
 
New employee 

On 25 March weemployed Dr Magdalena Pycinska (research and academic teacher from 
the Institute of the Middle and far East, Jagiellonian University, Poland) to manage of 
administrative affairs. She is employed on a civil contract of mandate, with an hourly rate. 
 

CONCLUSION 

 
The EAIS position is continuously getting stronger and more visible, thanks to the tireless 
work of our members and stable leadership. As always, we are extremely grateful to the 
Pears Foundation for their continuing support and encouragement. 
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APPENDIX 

 
Appendix ‘A’ 
Agenda of the Roundtable “The nexus between politics, economy and energy in the 
Eastern Mediterranean), 01.06.2021 
 
Appendix  ‘B’ 
Call for Participants & PROGRAM of the 4th GRADUATE WORKSHOP: Analysing the 
challenges of Israel Studies research, Monday 14 June 2021, 1.00pm-6.00pm (UTC), (on-
line event) 
 
Appendix  ‘C’ 
Call for Papers: EAIS 9th Annual Conference on Israel Studies Israel in a Changing World: 
Domestic and International Perspectives and Practices Virtually hosted by The National 
University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA) Bucharest 10-12 
October 2021 
 
Appendix  ‘D’  
Call for Papers: WORKSHOP “Paradigm Shifts in European-Israeli Relations” 7th- 8th 
November 2021, organized by The Ben Gurion Chair for Israel and Middle East Studies 
at the Heidelberg Center for Jewish Studies (Hochschule für Jüdische Studien 
Heidelberg) and the European Association of Israel Studies (EAIS). 
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Appendix ‘A’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Agenda of the Roundtable:  
 
 

The nexus between politics, economy  and energy in the Eastern Mediterranean: Cooperation, 
competition, conflict as outcomes of new regional energy security dynamics  

 
June 1st, 2021, 11.00 p.m.–1.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. - 4.30 p.m.,  
Online via Zoom  
Energy security is at the core of the latest multi- and bilateral arrangements and overall endeavours in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. The dynamic of the emerging regional energy market after the discovery of large 
natural gas fields is accompanied by a complex triangle of energy security, political and economic 
considerations. As this triangle is constantly recalibrated it leads to new forms of cooperation, competition 
and conflict. 
 
Cooperation is visible in the form of the multilateral Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum or from an 
unprecedented pace of approximation between single member states – e.g. Egypt and Israel. The prospect 
to secure additional economic revenue through collaborative projects became a crucial motivator which 
even reshapes long-standing political aversions. 
 
On the other hand, the availability of sufficient domestic energy supply remains a core interest. While 
economic interests have gained importance in influencing energy policies of actors in the region, strategic 
political considerations did not disappear and still provoke competitive unilateral actions. The new-found 
energy riches therefore equally lead to new competitive scenarios, as several countries would like to 
position themselves as key market players or energy hub. One competitive aspect is e.g. the access of Middle 
Eastern energy players to the European Union as a major sales market, while the EU foreign energy policy 
proves to be both: an economic incentive or disincentive to cooperation. 
 
However, whenever national energy supply becomes contested due to newly struck collaborations, this can 
bring regional actors into situations where they may opt for a zero sum approach. Economic gain and 
political interest is often brushed aside, where conflict over energy resources becomes clearly securitized.  
This is e.g. the case when considering Turkey´s isolated and resource-poor position vis-á-vis the EMGF, 
wherein economic considerations take a back seat. 
 
Thus energy dynamics in the Eastern Mediterranean contribute to an intricate web of economic, political 
and security considerations which influence policy-making in the whole region. 
 
In this roundtable  we wish to analyse and discuss this topic in all its variations with the following 
experts: 
 
Dr. Arie Krampf , is a senior lecturer at the School for Government and Society at the Academic College of 
Tel Aviv Yaffo and a lecturer at Hebrew University. Arie holds a PhD. from Cohn Institute for the History 
and Philosophy of Science, Tel Aviv University. He was a postdoc at “The KFG The Transformative Power 
of Europe” at Free University Berlin, the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin, and the 
Davis Institute for International Studies at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem. Arie has published in top-
ranked journals such as International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Institutional Economics, Journal of 
European Integration, Israel Studies, Israel Affairs, Science in context and other. Arie is a member in the 
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board of the Israeli Association for International Studies (IAIS) and a member of the board the Israeli 
Association for the Study of European Integration (IASEI). Recent publications: Krampf, A. 2018. Israel Path 
to Neoliberalism: State, Continuity, Change. (Routledge) 
 
Dr. Kirsten Westphal , Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik is based at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik 
(SWP), and is assigned for International Energy Relations and Global Energy Security at the institute. She 
was a Member of the Expert Panel to the Global Commission on the Geopolitics of Energy Transformation 
in 2018-2019 and contributed to the Commission’s Report “A New World”, published in 2019. In parallel, 
she has been leading the Project “Geopolitics of Energy Transformation 2030 (GET 2030)” supported by 
the German Federal Foreign Office. Over the course of 2019/2020 the follow-up project (EU GET 2030) 
examines the geopolitics of the energy transformation from the EU’s perspective. This project involves IFRI 
in Paris, PISM in Warsaw; and Real Instituto Elcano in Madrid. It is supported by the German Federal 
Foreign Office. 
She has published widely on international energy relations and EU external energy relations. Her books 
include Global Energy Governance in a Multipolar World (Aldershot/ Burlington Ashgate 2010); and The 
Political and Economic Challenges of Energy in the Middle East and North Africa (Routledge, 2018). Her 
recent publications on the geopolitics of energy transformation, on energy security reimagined in times of 
decarbonization and on the operationalization of SDG 7 have appeared in Nature, Global Policy, Energy 
Strategy Review, European Energy Journal and at SWP among others. 
 
Abdulla Ibrahim is a Senior Advisor to the Diplomatic Dialogue Department at the GCSP and the lead 
researcher in the Syrian Transition Challenges Project.  Abdulla has more than 10 years of experience in 
multilateral dialogues and research projects management. Abdulla is a PhD candidate at the Graduate 
Institute in Geneva where he researches militia formation in the Syrian civil war. Abdulla’s research focus 
on militias behavior, new models of peace making, post war institutional reforms, economic sanctions, 
political economy of transitions, and international powers policies in the Middle East. Abdulla advised the 
World Bank Institute and holds an MA from the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies of the 
University of Notre Dame. 
 
Dr. Lior Herman  is a lecturer (Assistant Professor) at the Department of International Relations at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His research focuses on international political economy and the 
intersection of politics, economics and philosophy. Dr. Herman’s main research areas include international 
trade and trade in services, energy geopolitics, European Union studies (with an emphasis on the Single 
Market and external relations), international governance and the integration and disintegration of markets 
and polities. 
 
In a second step the following three projects will be presented and discussed, which are dealing with this 
topic from different angles. The present energy experts are kindly asked to give their estimation of these 
projects in order to facilitate exchange of concepts and academic methods of research on this 
interdisciplinary melange. 
 

1. Energy security and increasing international interdependence. The case study of Israel's 
energy transformation (Dyduch, Skorek)  

 
Abstract: Israel is sometimes called a ‘villa in the jungle’ and a ‘start-up nation’. However, since its 
establishment in 1948 Israel is a state that faces many development challenges and security dilemmas. 
Historically, Israel has been a net energy importer and, ever since, energy security has been one of the 
major considerations in the formulation of governmental policies. The traditional perception of energy 
security, focusing on ensuring continuity of energy supply at the expense of its other aspects, primarily 
economic and environmental ones, changed significantly with the discovery of large offshore natural gas 
deposits a decade ago. In our study, we assume that in the period under review (since 2009), subsequent 
Israeli governments responsible for formulating and implementing Israel's energy policy were interested 
in its far-reaching politicization, resulting in its securitization. Considering the normative nature of political 
processes, we are interested in the consequences of securitization for the evolving nature of the political 
system, including the condition and mechanisms of liberal democracy, the free market, and multilateral 
international political order. The overarching goal of this research is to introduce an analytical framework 
designed to guide future investigation of energy policy and to shed light on the casual relationships 
between the national security concerns, the phenomenon of interdependence (both on a domestic and 
international level), and energy policy formulation and implementation in the State of Israel. In order to 
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operationalize the research, we incorporate the theoretical model offered in the securitization literature 
[Buzan& Wæver & De Wilde, 1998] with the concept of hawkish-nationalist neoliberalism [Krampf 2018]. 
 

2. Israeli -Egyptian Gas Cooperation in the Context of Changing Structure of Regional S ecurity 
Sub-Complex in the Eastern Mediterranean (Lipa, Skorek)  

 
Abstract: Our goal is to explain, which internal and external factors are conducive to the deepening of 
Egyptian-Israeli relations. In order to do so, we will analyse the energy (gas) relations between these two 
countries over the last decade in the broader - especially regional - context. After the Arab Spring, the 
geopolitical situation in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) has complicated significantly, not only 
due to the outbreak of civil wars in two Mediterranean Arab countries, such as Syria and Libya. However, 
the discovery of new natural gas reserves in the eastern Mediterranean proved to be much more important, 
which significantly changed the security dynamics in the Eastern Mediterranean, and put some of the 
Mediterranean countries on the brink of a new war - not between the Arabs and Israel, as in the past, but 
between the Israeli-Arab block and Turkey (and maybe Iran). Several regional developments provide the 
context for the improvement of Egyptian-Israeli relations after the Arab Spring. The most important are: 
increased regional ambitions and growing autonomy of Turkey's foreign and security policy, which appears 
to be an opponent for the most Arab countries, including Egypt and the GCC states (except Qatar), as well 
as an ongoing Israeli-Arab rapprochement (with the exception of Syria and Qatar) - with the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia playing a leading role. 
 

3. National security motivated balancing between harvesting trade gains and denying 
interdependence Forms of cooperation between Israel and Egypt in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Energy Market (Wolfrum)  

 
Abstract: The project proposal focusses on the political repercussions of the natural gas trade between 
Egypt and Israel, especially the tension between arising interdependence due to cooperation in 
infrastructure on the one hand and the respective national interests to assure energy security and 
economic autarky on the other hand. As international relations holds the assumption that ‘regular’ joint 
ventures and trade relations are associated with peace creation effects, it aims to use this case study to 
show that this is not always the case and analyse why and how cooperation between Israel and Egypt on 
the gas market remains cautious and limited – even when both players have an economic interest to boost 
their trade engagement. Having analysed this relationship, the project will then also address EU energy 
policy effects upon the energy trade between Israel and Egypt. 
 
 

With friendly support of: 
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Appendix ‘B’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Call for Participants:  

 

4th GRADUATE WORKSHOP  

 

Analysing the challenges of Israel Studies research 

 

Monday 14 June 2021, 1.00pm-6.00pm (UTC)  

(on-line event) 

 

The European Association of Israel Studies (EAIS) is pleased to announce its fourth graduate workshop in Israel 

Studies, to be held online on Monday 14 June from 1pm to 6pm (UTC) time.  

The workshop seeks graduate students from all academic disciplines whose doctoral dissertations engage with the 

study of Israel. The workshop looks to provide a forum where students can raise and discuss any methodological, 

theoretical, practical, and ethical issues arising from their study of Israel. Presenters are encouraged to explain the 

nature of their research, any relevant hypotheses or research questions, and any proposed methodological and/or 

theoretical frameworks used.  

This year, due to its extraordinary online nature, the workshop will be limited to two 90-minute sessions of student 

presentations, and one 60-minute session, led by the workshop organisers, that will focus on the ócareerô side of 

PhD study.  

The themes will this year likewise be limited to History  (session One) and Politics (session Two). 

 

How to register 

If you are interested in participating, please email (info@israelstudies.eu) 

- a brief abstract describing your research (maximum 250 words), and which indicates the session you would 

wish to present in,  

- along with your CV,  

 

If you would like to attend the workshop without giving a presentation, you are still more than welcome, just make 

this clear in your email.  

 

The event is free to attend by EAIS members. For non-members registration fee is 30 EURO.  

 

The deadline for submitting the proposals is 15 April 2021. 

 

Any additional questions, please feel free to contact the event coordinator: 

Dr. Magdalena PyciŒska: info@israelstudies.eu  

 

 

 

 

 

We are supported by: Pears Foundation and Israel Institute, Jagiellonian University 
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PROGRAM  
EAIS Graduate Workshop 2021  

13:00 – 17:00, Monday 14 June 2021 
 
13:00 - 13:15: Welcome and opening remarks  
 
13:15 - 14:15: Session 1 (History and Society)  
Chair: Dr. Peter Bergamin  
 
4ÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ !ÒÍÙ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ !ÒÍÙȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎȩ #ÉÖÉÌ-Military Relations in Israel Zsolt Csepregi  
 
Iconography of the Coast in the Visual Culture of Israel: Political, Social and Ideological 
Aspects Ewa Kędziora  
 
14:15 - 14:30: Break  
 
14:30 - 15:30: Session 2 (Politics)  
Chair: Professor Dr. Johannes Becke  
 
Perceptions of Israel Among Jews Living in V4 Countries Jakub Katulski  
 
&ÒÁÎÃÅȭÓ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ 0ÏÌÉÃÙ 4Ï×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉ-Palestinian Conflict From 2002 to 2017: A 
-ÉÄÄÌÅ 0Ï×ÅÒȭÓ !ÍÂÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ $ÉÌÅÍÍÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÉÄÄÌÅ %ÁÓÔ Eve Benhamou  
 
Queering the Israeli Screen: A Critical History of LGBT Characters in Israeli Film Anna 
Hamanowicz  
 
15:30 - 15:45: Break  
 
15:45 - 16:45: Discussion  
 
16:45: Closing remarks  
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Appendix ‘C’ 
 

 
 

Call for Papers:  
EAIS 9th Annual Conference on Israel Studies 

Israel in a Changing World: Domestic and International Perspectives and Practices 
virtually hosted by 

The National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA) Bucharest 
10-12 October 2021 

 
Introduction:  
The EAIS 9th Annual Conference on Israel Studies will take place from Sunday, 10 October to 
Tuesday, 12 October 2021 at the National University of Political Studies and Public 
Administration (SNSPA), Bucharest. The conference will be held in English. The aim of the 
conference is to bring together international scholars from a variety of disciplines, who are 
engaged in research in any aspect of Israel Studies – including, but not limited to, Politics, 
Literature, Security, Minorities, Social Studies, History, Migration Studies, Gender Studies, 
Economics, Law, Religion, Anthropology, Language, Culture, Film, Music and Art. Given the 
current conditions created by the COVID-19 pandemic and uncertainty about the travel 
restrictions in October, unfortunately, we are compelled to choose on-line mode of the 
conference.  
 
Conference Outline:  
Grasping the multilayered character of contemporary Israeli society is crucial for a clearer 
understanding of the directions that the state might take in the future. Standing between 
domestic and foreign issues, Israel remains a significant regional actor whose actions have 
global implications. The complexity of Israeli society in which Western and Middle Eastern 
cultural influences merge is one of the topics challenging the contemporary researchers. With 
regard to domestic politics, Israel, for almost seven decades, has aspired to reconcile its 
democratic and Jewish core values. In relation to its foreign partners for dialogue, Israel is still 
trapped in the tangled web of its special security considerations. These domestic and regional 
challenges are just some of the numerous conundrums which influence the society and the 
economy of the state and consequently its future steps. Long-term circumstances in the 
international arena have resulted in Israel’s economic ties with its neighbors being 
underdeveloped, however, the backstage diplomatic relations seem to be partially improving. 
At the same time, Israel has recently developed cooperation with Southern and Eastern Asia 
partners. It is essential, how this state of affairs shapes the perception of Israel by both 
internal and external actors and to what extent it changes their practices. All these aspects, 
as approached from different perspectives, are expected to significantly contribute to the 
field of Israel studies. In this context, the EAIS together with the ‘Theodor Herzl’ Centre of 
Israeli Studies at the National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA) 
in Bucharest aim to bring together academics, researchers, policy experts and civil society 
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practitioners from the global academic community in fields that are relevant to the study of 
Israel’s contemporary dynamics. The new COVID-19 pandemic has a strong influence on the 
current global scene. As a global crisis, the current pandemic created an environment of 
pressure for most countries. The whole context resulted from this situation has brought new 
challenges in relation to public health, health security, resilience, and multilateralism. The 
conference aims to address the general issues relating to how external and internal actors 
perceive and deal with the challenges to the Israeli state and its international role. At the 
same time, we would like to focus on more specific themes such as:  

¶ Zionist traditions and current Israeli political strategies; 

¶ Israeli mass-media in the age of news oversaturation;  

¶ Dichotomy of Israel’s image in the foreign media;  

¶ Impact of changing ethnical landscape on external perception of Israel;  

¶ Future of the start-up nation – is the high-tech development model sustainable and what 
can other economies learn from Israeli experience;  

¶ Demographics, climate and political determinants of Israeli urban development;  

¶ A region in constant flux – is there a chance for a watershed in Israel-Arab relations?  

¶ Israel’s diplomacy and tensions within the Western world;  

¶ Challenges to Jewish and Arab education in Israel;  

¶ Defining national and democratic character of the state – how special is the Israeli case?  

¶ Perspectives on the future relations between Israel and an increasingly weakened and less 
influential European Union;  

¶ Consolidation of the Israeli Transnational Diaspora and its repercussions for the Jewish 
State;  

¶ Public health policies;  

¶ Health security.  
 
This is an open call for panels and papers. We encourage applications from established 
scholars as well as PhD students working on all aspects of Israeli history, society, politics and 
culture. This broad topic is intended to reinforce the multidisciplinary nature of Israel Studies. 
Key Dates: Deadline for Submission of all proposals: June 30th, 2021.  
Panel submissions and individual papers should be submitted using the on-line form. 
Notification of acceptance will be sent by July 11th, 2021.  
 
Conference Venue: The ‘Theodor Herzl’ Center for Israeli Studies at the National University 
of Political Studies and Public Administration in Bucharest was founded in 2012. The Centre 
aims at advancing knowledge and a rigorous academic perspective on issues pertaining to the 
Israeli government, politics and society. The Centre has in its educational portfolio seven 
annual international conferences, one summer school, and more than ten modular courses 
and lecture. These events brought together members of the Academia, researchers, experts 
and students from all around the world in discussing various aspects related to Israel. 

 
With a friendly support of:  
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Appendix ‘D’ 
 

         
 

Paradigm Shifts in European-Israeli Relations 
Call for Papers 

 
Workshop 7th- уǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнм όIŜƛŘŜƭōŜǊƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ κ IƻŎƘǎŎƘǳƭŜ ŦǸǊ WǸŘƛǎŎƘŜ 
Studien Heidelberg)  
 
The Ben Gurion Chair for Israel and Middle East Studies at the Heidelberg Center for Jewish Studies 
(Hochschule für Jüdische Studien Heidelberg) and the European Association of Israel Studies (EAIS), in 
cooperation with the Chair for Eastern European History at Heidelberg University, invite papers from 
PhD students and early career researchers for a workshop which will take place on the 7th and 8th of 
November in Heidelberg (pending current health restrictions, the workshop might have to take place 
in a virtual format). The workshop will allow young researchers to discuss their research projects with 
experts in the field and to connect with fellow young researchers working at the intersection of Israel 
Studies and European Studies.  
The complicated relations between Israel and Europe date back to the earliest days of Zionism. On the 
one hand, European Jews sought a political alternative to discrimination and persecution in the 
European Diaspora; on the other hand, Zionism imagined the future Jewish State to be modern, 
Western and built on European role models. In the shadow of the Shoa, Israeli-European relations 
were slowly rebuilt. Previously, the nature of European-Israeli relations was closely connected to the 
debate over Israel’s self-understanding, either as a “villa in the jungle” or as an integral part of the 
Middle East. However, in recent years, two crucial processes indicate a paradigmatic shift in European-
Israeli relations. First, Eastern European states have begun to deepen their bilateral ties with Israel, 
often independently from the European Union. Second, Israel is increasingly seeking to build new 
alliances within the region, for instance in the framework of the “Abraham Accords”. In addition, 
Israeli Jews with historical and cultural ties to the Middle East and North Africa (Mizrahim) are showing 
a growing self-confidence and an emerging willingness to understand themselves as part of the region.  
Building on these developments and others, the workshop offers a platform for research on 
paradigmatic shifts in European-Israeli relations. We are interested in both crucial events (like the Six-
Day War) and slow-moving change (like the emergence of new middle classes of Middle Eastern Jewish 
origin in Israel). As an interdisciplinary workshop, papers from History, Political Science, or related 
fields (for example, Cultural Studies or Migration Studies) may be submitted.  
 
Format:   
Sunday 7th: Afternoon welcome, keynote address, workshop dinner  
Monday 8th: 9 am – 5 pm: Presentations and discussions   
 
Pending financial grants, travel costs and accommodation may be provided.  
 
The deadline for abstracts and a short biography is July 25th. Please send your materials and any 
workshop-related questions to Dr. Jenny Hestermann (jenny.hestermann@hfjs.eu). 

 


